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Welcome 

to our Fifteenth Annual Home Tour. The six homes and the church 
building on this year’s tour are representative of the many 
beautiful historic structures to be seen in all parts of Ypsilanti. 
Once each year, residents graciously agree to open their doors so 
that we all may see and appreciate the results of the historic 
preservation effort. We take this opportunity to thank them. 


Although the structures are numbered for your convenience in the 
brochure, you are free to visit them in any order you wish. Enjoy 
the tour! 


Refreshments and restroom facilities are available during the tour at the First Congregational 
Church, 218 N. Adams. In addition, the Church will be holding a quilt raffle. 


TICKET 


LJ] 14-1200 Washtenaw 
[] 2-302 Elm 

L] 3-935 Pearl 

[] 4-929 Pearl 

[] 5 -218N. Adams 
[] 6-310 Maple 

L] 7-600N. River 


AGS 5 es 700 | 


Senior Cifizens ... . 6.00 


Children Under 12  . 4.00 


Numbers are for identifica- 
tion only. Homes may be 
toured in any order. 


NOTE: Visitors may be asked 
to remove shoes. 


1200 Washtenaw 
The Crickett House 
Bob and Sue Crawley 


The Crickett House, a beautiful English Cottage style home, was built in 
1927 for Elizabeth McCrickett, a faculty member of the Michigan State 
Normal College, (now EMU). Elizabeth and her sister, Ethel, were long- 
time residents of the house. Since then, the home has seen many owners, 
suffered the fate of being a duplex rental property and has even been a 
veterinary clinic. But now with the hard work of Bob and Sue Crawley, it 
has the honor of being the first licensed Bed and Breakfast in 

the City of Ypsilanti. 


This stucco clad home is designed after the rural masonry farmhouses of 
England and it features many of the basic elements of the English Cottage 
style: the steeply pitched roof with sharply pointed gable and minimal 
overhang at the gable ends, windows recalling the small-paned leaded 
casements of its English forerunners and the beautiful field stone chimney. 


Although the interior has changed a great deal since Elizabeth 
McCrickett’s time, the house is still a graceful architectural jewel. It is 
also fitting that it should become a Bed and Breakfast, for Elizabeth was 
known to all as “the teacher with the eloquent heart,’’ and everyone was 
always welcome in her home. 
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302 Elm 
Will and Bea Otis 

When Will and Bea Otis moved into their early 1920's ‘‘storybook”’ 
nouse in 1952 it was a hopeless wreck. In fact, their real estate agent 
advised them not to buy it! Forty years, numerous renovations and two 
additions later the house is a gem, showcasing Will’s remarkable 
carpentry and photographic talents and Bea’s decorating skills. 


Every room in their home features furniture and ‘‘built-ins’’ handmade by 
Will out of cedar wood. The kitchen, created entirely by Will, is an 
efficient and pretty marvel of carefully organized space. The 
library/music room is ringed with his bookshelves and their son’s former 
bedroom, now a den, has more bookshelves and a charming cabinet 
hiding the TV. 


The Otises did extensive redecorating last year but, at the urging of their 
friends, left 40-year-old wallpaper on one wall of the dining room. They 
also retained their daughter’s bedroom wallpaper from her childhood. 
Among their many treasures are antiques from Will’s family, three English 
trunks (one lined with a well-preserved English newspaper from 1849) 
and a notable collection of old picture frames. 


As you leave through their lovely screened porch, be sure to walk around 
the yard which is as meticulous and well-thought-out as the house. 
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935 Pearl 
Victoria Patterson 


In 1922, when 935 Pearl was built, the Normal Park Subdivision was in 
its infancy. Prior to 1920, the western edge of town was Summit Street. 
Now the residence of Victoria Patterson, the house was built by Professor 
William H. Sherzer and his wife, Maude. 


The Sherzers were leading citizens of Ypsilanti from their arrival here in 
the early 1890's. Professor Sherzer taught biological sciences at the 
Michigan State Normal College, (now EMU). He was also a founding 
leader of the local Boy Scout movement and Mrs. Sherzer was active in 
groups such as the Ypsilanti Study Club. 


The house is rather difficult to characterize in terms of style. It possesses 
features of both the Craftsman and Prairie styles with touches of a 
thatched Cotswold Cottage. The wide eave overhangs, the rounded edge 
of the roof, the ‘‘eyebrow” attic window and the use of both stucco and 
brick are all distinctive features of this house. In fact, there are no other 
examples of this hybridized style in town. 


929 Pearl 
Mary and Jim Streeter 


When Robert and Irene Schrepper built this neat Colonial Revival style 
home in 1924, it was surrounded by cornfields. The only other house in 
the area was the Sherzers’, (935 Pearl, also on tour), from whom they 
had bought the property. Except for the addition of a family room in 
1940, the family kept the home unchanged until 1988 when Mrs. 
Schrepper, age 89, sold it to the Streeters. The home had been so care- 
fully kept that the interior doors all retained their skeleton keys. 


The Streeters, in their four years, have added their own decorating to the 
gracious interior, in keeping with its Colonial Revival charm. Mary 

started collecting ‘‘refinishable’’ antiques on a young family’s budget 
when their boys were little and now they have many fine restored pieces 
of oak and pine. Interesting collections abound in every room — rug beat- 
ers, yellow ware, Santas, music boxes and most delightfully, Mary’s 
needlework samplers, dolls and quilt patches. 


The house also features a shady screened-in porch and an upstairs bal- 
cony overlooking the back yard, two additions that were very popular in 
the 1920’s. What a wonderful example of a beautifully decorated but 
livable home for a family with three teen-aged boys! 
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600 N. River 
The Hutchinson House 


The Hutchinson House was built for Shelley Byron Hutchinson, founder 
of the S&H Green Stamp business. Construction began in 1902 and was 
completed in 1904. The mansion is an eclectic mix of the Queen Anne, 
Tudor Revival and Arts and Crafts styles of architecture. The heavy rusti- 
cated stonework at its base gives it a hint of the Richardsonian Roman- 
esque style as well. The result is a picturesque blend of towers, curves, 
lines, shapes and materials. 


Hutchinson chose materials from throughout the world for his 33-room, 
single-family dwelling and included many unique features, including an 
indoor pool (now capped), a two-story ballroom with an orchestra loft, 
one of the country’s earliest elevators and a dining room that is a replica 
of one in Kaiser Wilhelm’s mansion in Germany. Ornately carved woods 
of several varieties decorate mantels, beams, columns, wainscoting and 
window and door frames. 


Plaster rosettes and moldings beautify the ceilings of several of the mansion’s 
rooms and elegant brass hardware adorns the doors. Brass fixtures and origi- 
nal basins, tubs and light fixtures are present in bathrooms. Imported cera- 
mic tiles are found in the kitchen, a serving room and three bedrooms. All 
of the floors, except for the lowest level, are of hardwood. 


Over the years the house has had many owners and at one point was 
converted into 14 apartments. Fortunately, the remodeling was done 
carefully and did not destroy the basic design of the building. Since 
1975, the Hutchinson House has been the headquarters of the 
High/Scope Educational Research Foundation. 


The Ypsilanti Heritage Foundation, 

a non-profit organization founded in 1974, is dedicated to the idea that 
one of Ypsilanti’s greatest resources is its wealth of historic architecture 
which, if conserved, rehabilitated and utilized, can add immeasurably to 
the betterment of the whole community. The Foundation seeks to in- 
crease public understanding and appreciation of the importance of these 
architectural links with our past, to educate the community in the philoso- 
ohy and purpose of historic preservation, to actively engage in historic 
preservation projects and to encourage public and private preservation 
efforts in whatever ways possible. 


Proceeds from the Foundation’s Historic Home Tours fund an annual 
scholarship which allows an intern to assist the Ypsilanti Historic District 
Commission during the summer months. Proceeds also support the his- 
toric structure marker program and preservations programs throughout the 
year. 


The ticket holder expressly assumes all responsibility for any personal injury or property 
damage occurring while on home tour. 


Home Tour Committee: 

Peg Du Fresne, Chairman; Jonnie Bryant, Lorelei Crawford, Kim Koch, 

Diane LaRue, Mary Ann McDonald, Emily Jean McFadden, Penny 

Schreiber, Grace Sweeney and Jane Van Bolt. 

Ticket Sales: Karen Nickels, William Nickels 

The Ypsilanti Heritage Foundation extends sincere thanks . . . 

To the Archives of the Ypsilanti Historical Museum for information useful 
in the preparation. of this brochure. 

To Norton’s Florists and Gift Shops, 2900 Washtenaw, Ypsilanti — 
434-0020, for their beautiful arrangements which grace the homes 
of this year’s tour. 


To Sara Watson Reeside — 225-7977, for the design of this year’s 
Home Tour poster and postcard. 


To Sprentall’s Picture Framing — 995-4415, for the framing of the 
commemorative photos. 


And to all of the volunteer guides on this year’s tour. 


Brochure Production by Carolyn McKeever — 483-4256 
Brochure and Commemorative Photos by Denis Schmiedeke — 483-7622 
Brochure Printing by McNaughton & Gunn Inc. — 426-5411 


Patron 


Flisabeth 
Knibbe, 
architect 


RESTORATION WITHOUT SANDING 
PRESERVE ORIGINAL BEAUTY 


Sponsor 313/434-7934 


An 
anonymous 
donor 


Materials Unlimited. 


TWO WEST MICHIGAN AVENUE 
YPSILANTI, MI 48197 


313/483-6980 


McLAIN& WINTERS 


ATTORNEYS AND COUNSELORS AT LAW 


WM. DOUGLAS WINTERS 61 N. HURON 
(313) 481-1120 YPSILANTI, MICHIGAN 48197 


DEPOT EXCHANGE 
ANTIQUES 


54 E. Cross (at the tracks) 
Historic Depot Town 
Ypsilanti, Michigan 48197 
(313) 482-1780 
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